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y Cfc$'CfilPTION 






J_. ■< + *- 1 



l'.ONDITIGN 



H Excellent IX! iiQDcl _ H J 

fJlTuJ 

I ; Altnr^d (^1 Unult»r*d 



(Chech One) 

1 Do ter i ora red 



i 1 Ruini □ Unox p Pi6d 

(Cheek Onn) 

Moved £] Ori ginol Site 



,: R ; [JL .r.K^ML-H Ta^ (iFNCir-IAi/flf icrn^n) phv^.cal. a r 1 p 



'' 3 : ' 



; TON : 



' T 1 ( .”To' : :,"din huilVrn; com V.ox i.r. a prora of three 

; ,, „(.] ■I'-o,- .Studio ; 1 - 1 ■! ; and O'-OO- n , 

/ - fl t,nc nni . c hi o *.^1 

,, ,. bl . ..i. i x 7 V. i r. t.wu-stur.v r; feel - J' re nt'd 

■ hfl ■»!,■ . ■ ' J, U i'.i nil L la L li.;, f ' ^ * r ■ 1 h 1 . - lrt 

«»:: O-o.^ocl rrom.inn '••'th 

'' l ' , " r, ' :V '"’’ U , < ,■ , , ,i r , ol ' f h e '^rc : - tiJiiio in cmnnosud of ft 

i^narc^a'at .round 1 (1V «1 behind wnichare 
, ,Z . ihorf5 r,d stores. The covered m * bui. 

colored Bora an” Uriel: with m r C n window* for f,rt l.,t ■ o ,tm 10s . be , 

: r .,,. r section in three stories hij;h cncnmnasr.inn t^o-.tory oraeJ 

" ■ !•„„ to r be lnrrent of the art studio spaces. 

..-i miows providing lii.. r *t no i.lh in'e the 

[jncerv ive feature;; include numerous aorranro nrojecti .. iu,o tn. 

fjecar. ; .i.ve u. .. , [(0t - nn d o cart Iron frieze just 

ranflino, ch.utirio/s wits cio> ). ,OT ' to t 11,1 

Below the roof soffit. 

■ , i .., 0 nnin entries Cor studio tenants. One on the Ohio st. 

;;^ t! f he ;;L; ; n nine, both providing access to the courtyard, 

^ ■ n ,i finer stairway, and into the adjacent Annexes to the en^t. 
. l v‘ C ' f r Tp r( i entries are decorated with dressed and carved Bedford 

" r Tmertune! -in either side of the doorway, placer. amon C st 

the carved foliate ornamentation, are two stone faces which nrr. ear 
U he likenesses of hr. h hr:;. In.mbert free. 

4- r . . r d jhcrdp i r, huff colored common brick with deep set 

; -H- ssj 

i:i’ v^;: i. *-.« —t •* «- m 

i„*o.ior ::p.-ice.. :tc |A- «UiW, cirplo, .mu nnatlorneO. 

■i T- -,r with ‘two bedroom a p.-.rtmontn on a moaaamuo level. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

. J L- LJ— : ' MMF. . • 1 I I ■ i ' — ■ ™ " 

PERIOD fchecfr On# o rAffl« «4 Appropriate) 

r] -Columbian I G 16 fh Century 

|“1 15 th Century G l?th Century 

SPECIFIC DATUis) (It Applit-*btts and Known) iTVdl' 1 A 1 P 
areas Or SIGNIFICANCE (ChecJt One or Morn an Appropriate) 



[_] 18th Century 
K] Tury 

V-iZ 



E£l 20th Ceotury 



Abor iginol 

("A] Prehi storic 
[ ] Historic 
[ J Agrj cu Itur* 

| Architecture 
PCj Art 

Commerce 

P"] Communication* 
[" ] Coniervntfon 



[P) tHuroti on 
| Engineering 
[P] Industry 
\-\ Invention 
{ ] Land strop* 

Archi tec lure 
[ | L iteroturo 

I""] Mi litory 
[' f Music 



(” j Politico! 

( .J Rfl lig ion/Phi- 

lo&ophy 
| ] Science 

[ | Sculpture 
[ ] Soeia I / Humftn’ 
itorlan 
[ j Theater 
[ ] 1 ronsportotion 



[ m \ Urban Pfonning 
□ Other fSpect fy.J 



STATEMENT OF 5 i G N l FIGANCF. 

The Trm; dturfio bu i 1 dim" nun Annexe a erec Led to provide low cort 
hoa:;itii; -um: c l ndi o snace f or a rt j n tn d OMorve^ reco^ni t .1 on an one of , 
Mm -ore miunual building typoc; in Chicago. As the residence and | 
n t; "id .1 a o.. ::ucVl wel 1-k r. own 1 onal .nr tints mb the sculptor Irnil AeM lev j 
l ha but lain-; is of r-art Iculnr historic interest • The social and : 
li u: ■ ni La rirn aims of i ts bene f actor , Lambert Tree * are also 
mcmoriali zed by the bn I Id Lags * 

i 

Arohi fee Lur.-dly the buildi nrn are of interest because of the 
unusual nlnnni nfl involved in prov i fti ng space for titmlion and li vi.nn 
qua rf era , s uo.1.1 ns shops and courtyard* The older building i s a 
;-ood example of an eastern neon Anne more closely r el a ted to 
brr lish sources thar, most local work* As a bold design without 
para lid in Chic jgo t reflecting early modern nrdiitfinture in 
Vi arms * the Ontario Annex in of special importance arc hi t e>c turn! I y * 

P 1 r< i 

I ■ . i ■ tj • 
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COUNTY 
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! LN THV NUMBER 

i| 


UiTL 




L . 1 



fftmttbor mtt #nfr iva) 

■ VpY i 

i'iie original o tudio build! nr; was (Uiil, pied in it. 99 by tlu.: c.r ''Li t re t ur r: 1 
i i rm o i j. ■ ;■ r f i t 1 Ie-ok * of Br- : oklyn , ii * Y * , Hill L Loiter short of 
lie.: vi, i : 1 goo i ' 1 1 o ire h ! t bcLh, The n tyle in that of If t e men Anno 
v: iih e 1 o m c n 1 s o f ' C Ian s i c ' ■. 1 d o t a i 1 i n g , T h o bull d : n g w as c f ' ■ n : : f r u c t c d ; n i d 
named for Lambert Tree, noted civic and political figure in Chicago, 
part of whose original estate was used for the site* 'free had lived 
an the- east portion of the block-size lot until his mans ion was 
destroyed in the Chicago fire of l8?l. 

' ;i o Uhio and Ontario street Annexes v/ere deo i rpied eat irely by the J! 1 rn 
of hilt A Welters dor f in 1912 and lhlh respectively* Although built 
Tor the Tree Trust ( Tree died in 1910 ) it is possible that some 
arrangement j to build the additions had been instituted prior to Tree 1 o 
■1 <} nth* 

.’he Ohio At * Annex is stylistically eclectic, being a mixture of late 
uem Anne and Classic details , compered of deep sot ui ndow group! npo , 
with reli s f and c orbe3.1&d brickwork « 

rr| hc Ontario Air.: ex is much stronger in style sc an adaptation of 
Viennese Muccefrs ionic t architecture * The facade is decorated with 
n large terra cotta rnczzo-rilievo sculpture by Michael Thomas Murphy , 
Irish born, schooled at the Royal College of Art, London, specializing 
in portrait and figuro relief sculpture# ( commissions involving 
Lhicngo area personages include busts of the Most Rev. Me or nr? W. 
Mundelein and Dr# J ohn V * M rphy ) * Murphy mo.intni ned n studio i n the 
Tree building beginning in 1912, one year prior to the construction 



of the Ontario Aunex# 

Both Annexes have small private entries on their east ends# 

Originally the property was controlled by a legal Trust set up by 
Lambert Tree to provide "artist only" quarters at moderate rentals* 
his trust remained in force until 1999 when it was finally broker 
by u descendant of Tree and the property sold to tb- KodJnuh Temple 
.asocial; ion which already owned the east half of the block* 

Lrior to 1959 the A tudio buildings wore run with li b tie or no profit , 
the bulk of the rental income used for taxes and upkeep, Loll run ny 
purchase of the entire block, including the Tree A tudio complex, the 
"'ample Asnoc* built a music praette e hall on the west side of the 
existing Medinah Temple to tlu.' ens t * This three-story w f n d owl ess Lr ! ok 
structure involves the e^st half of the ferine r large courtyard but does 
not adjoin any of the original studio buildings. This is the only 
intrusion into the original plan* The J tudio buildings remain 
unchanged from their original construction* 

Although the "artist only" clause of the trust in no longer valid, 
the but Id i ngs maintain a very h Lgb proportion of artist residents • 
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(Number *tt #rt tri**) 



■■ . - 1J ■”• = ■ T r 1 ?i1 



P 



Accordin'- to lor..!" t, 1. m a studio r e s i d e n t a (none. 1 ■ s Ion*--; nr; ”0 y ears) 

' rv ., built the Ktructuren for two rennons:: (l) that he was svrpa it o Lit; 
:,u Llroir . .enornlly meuyer f ina.nei al : i 3 tua Uion ' 1 r. wished ' ■ provide 
-•■ ; ■., i ! i no xce naive housing and studio snnee in a p 1c ns-.. nt 
r.u;r : oundinn:, (?) that he needed a tax break on his extent iye property 
holtirips fol’. owi.ri(j the depressed fiducial nariod of 1893 - 9 * 1 . 

( t’ree 1 a wife was also an amateur artist) 

J 

J;-.:iibert 'free vain born in 9ashinp;ton, D.C. in 1832 from a family | 

rrho.;:t; forebearers had distinguished themselves in the Continental Army*! 
'.’roe studied low at the University of Virginia ami who admitted to the 
bar in 183 ?, shortly thereafter eominjt to Chicago* In Is 64 he was 
chosen president of the Lav; Institute and in 1'’70 elected a Judpjn of Lh 
Circuit Court of (lock County* serving iri thin capacity until It?, 9* 

■■.morip the more notable civic and public hirhli'-hts of Tree 1 a 11 f e arc : 
hi n is ter to Belgium and Russia, 1 ...9-89; U*t>* Item bar of the 

i ntii” national I' one t ary Conference at bsshirij; ton, 1891 ! President of 
the Illinois btate His tori cal Library, X '9 2-— 9^ ; Life Trustee of the 
H Tiber ry Library; 'trustee of the Art Institute of Chic ■■mo; 2 mi 
vice-president of the Hhic-rpro Historical hucicty* 

T,orii- a devotee of the acta* Tree donated two I- rpe bronze statues 
to the people of Jhic so during his lifetime, both of which are new 
located in the Lincoln Park area* (statue of Laauli c by de Lnlainr, 
and bio.x Indian on horseback entitled 'Mirpiol of Peace" by 9*'f. Hall in 

in hi a role of civic booster Tree and five -time Chicago Mayor Carter 
"■Tricon established a small trust fund in if ) 8 5 to purchase yold modal-p 
to be awarded annually to police and fireman for acts of heroism* 
famed after these men on alternate years, the medals are a till riven 
today as the highest honor awarded by the City of Hhic^o* 

■ .'! r f j 1 1 Pro . \ re hit etc : Li i,lo is Kno-yi of the f i rm outside of the 

f .Xlov/inr;; Henry D* Parfitt, oldest of throe brothers, came to the 
Hriited Its tea from Lnr;land in 1.16.3 and , gradually built up a la rye 
'hi tee turn 1 practice in Bro 'klyn over the next 20 years* ,r .i..s 
brother Albert 'joined in partnership in lofi2 with the third brother 
. 'alter comi.n.!' into the firm shortly thereafter* Henry ! '■'.■rfi. tt died in 
Juna of ]. f. : t consee.ueritly the firm consisted of the brothers .Albert 
ana'' kilter at the time the Tree Ctudio buildinr: was designed, 

H i 1 . 1 . -A- .to] t. ersdorf , Arc hi touts : This f irm was ’in o\i t growth of the 
firm of Hauer & Hill which begs n in lHt'l in Chicago. VJith Manor 'a 
retirement in 189 * 1 , Hill took, in young Arthur i’. V/oltcrsiJorf v/ho had 
only recently c ample '. ed his schooling an.’. study abroad . Tile par tuersM 
looted until Hill's retirement in 191*1* Tol tersdorf eventually became 
rnovm na Cliicu ■■■ 0 1 s literary architect because of hi s numerous writings 
.■■.rsi editorial work for various architectural chanter public tiers. 
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A v. I he designated Si file Liaison Officer for Ihc Nn 
I lonul Histtjrir Preservation Act of i 960 {Public Law 
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ST ATE ILLINOIS 
Date Entered DEC ^ ^ 



Name 



Location 



‘-'tree Studio Building, Ohio & Ontario 
Street Annexes 



Chicago 
Cook County 




T 




Also Notified 

Hon. Charles H, Percy 
Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson, III 
Hon. Cardiss Collins 
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ILLINOIS HISTORIC SITES SURVEY INVENTORY 



1* Name of Site: 

Common 

Historic Tree Studio Building 

2. Location: 

Street and Number 4 East Ohio 

City or Town Chicago Zip Code 

County Cook 

3. Classification: 



Clx'-H- 7 H 




Township Section 

Range h Section 



Category (check one) 

( ) District (x) Building 

( ) Site ( ) Structure 

4 * Ownership : 

( x ) Private 
( ) Public 



Access to Public 



Integrity (check one) 



(X ) Altered 
( ) Moved 

Status (check one) 



( ) Unaltered 

(x) Original 
Site 



( x) Occupied 
( ) Unoccupied 

( ) Preservation work in progress 



( ) Yes 



( x) Restricted 



( ) Unrestricted 



( x) No 




Present Use (check one or more) 



( ) Agricultural 

( X ) Commercial 
( ) Educational 

( ) Entertainment 

( ) Government 

5 . Ownership of Property : 
Owner 1 s Name 
Street and Number 



( 

( 

< 

( 



) Industrial 
) Military 
) Museum 
) Park 



(X ) Private Residence 



( ) Religious 

( ) Scientific 

( ) Transportation 

( ) Other 



Phone Number 



City or Town 



State 



County 



Zip Code 



6. Description : block long, 2-story commercial bldg. 



( ) Excellent ( x) Good (X) Fair 

( ) Ruins ( ) Unexposed 



( ) Deteriorated 



Is there a program of preservation underway? ( ) Yes ? 



( ) No 



7. Historical Themes: 



(check one or more of the following) 



( ) Archaeological Site 

( ) Archaeological Site 

( ) French Influence 

( ) Illinois Frontier 

( ) Illinois Early 

(X ) Illinois Middle 
(X ) Illinois Late 
( ) Famous People 

8. Specific Date: 1894 & 1912—13 



(Pre-Columbian) 

(Post -Columbian to 1673) 
(1673-1780) 

(1780-1818) 

(1818-1850) 

(1850-1900) 

(1900-present) 

(give names & dates) 



Areas of significance 



(check one or more of the following) 



( ) Aboriginal (historic) 

( ) Aboriginal (pre-his toric) 

( ) Agriculture 

( x) Architecture 
( x) Art 



( ) Literature 

( ) Military 

( ) Music 

( ) Political 

( ) Religion/Philosophy 



( ) Commerce 


( 


> 


Science 






( ) Communication 


( 


) 


Sculpture 






( ) Conservation 


( 


> 


Social /Humanitarian 




( ) Education 


c 


) 


Theater 






( ) Engineering 


( 


) 


Transportation 






( ) Industry 


( 


) 


Urban Planning 






( ) Invention 


( 


> 


Other (specify) 






( ) Landscape Architecture 












Brief statement of significance: 


(include , 


all 


names and dates) 






Use additional sheets if necessary 


. Artists 


studios built b^ 


/ Chicago 


art 




patron 


Lambert Tree. Nai 


tional Register 


Form prepared by: 












Name and Title: 








Date: 


6/24/75 


Organization: 








Phone : 




Street and Number: 


City or Town: 


County: 


Zip Code 





During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a 
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the 
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being complete 
If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's task. 
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